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Millersville’s Got Talent: 2011
Eligibility/Contest Rules & Regulations
Contestants may utilize live props. This will include back-up singers, dancers or animals. Non-human props such as costumes and other accessories are permitted. Musical instruments may be used as props, but are not allowed as an accompaniment to the contestant’s performance. Such musical instruments must be hand carried. Larger instruments that utilize the aid of others to bring them on stage, or are difficult to handle, are not permitted. An example of this type of instrument is a piano, large harp, etc. Any prop used by a contestant must be carried on stage or into the stage area by the contestant and must be completed in one trip onto or into the stage area. The non-use of line props will include the passing of flowers or other items to anyone, touching hands of an audience member or any other similar act. 
For singers, a karaoke machine and screen will not be available for use. Contestants must memorize all songs they are performing, throughout all performances and auditions.

Contestants are not allowed to leave the stage or stage area during the performance. This includes singing or performing within the audience.

Contestants may sing the same song as another contestant.

Songs containing vulgar or explicit sex lyrics will not be allowed. Contestants who, during their performance, use vulgar lyrics or perform in an obscene manner will be disqualified from this competition. 
Contestants, their family or associates, are not allowed to have contact with a contest judge before or during any contest connected with Millersville’s Got Talent. Contact includes verbal conversations and handshakes. Millersville’s Got Talent Producer may provide judge badges to prevent contestants from approaching judges. This rule applies only before and during the time contestants are performing. It is not reasonable to expect contestants, their family or associates from having contact with a judge directly after all contestants have performed. Breaks for judges during a contest shall be considered the same as time during a contestant performance and judges are off limits for conversation or any other contact.

Contestants, their family or associates who exhibit offensive behavior during any portion of the contest, will disqualify that contestant from further competition. If the contestant, their family or associates exhibit offensive behavior after the contestant has completed, and such behavior is in the host establishment, even after the winners are announced, that contestants score will be nullified. If the contestant whose score has been nullified is a winning contestant, the next contestant in scoring position for that particular category shall be the winner. If there is a tie for the next in line, the winner shall be decided by a toss of a coin.
The order in which each candidate competes shall be determined by the producer.

Contestants will be scored using a 100 point system, particularly by the judges: 

Creativity – Execution: 25 points


Clarity – Precision of Performance: 25 points


Ability – Content of Performance and Emotion: 25 points



Presentation and Overall Performance: 25 points

Decisions of the judges are final. No arguing with judges is allowed. Any contestant, their family or associates who argue with a judge may be deemed to be using offensive behavior and the contestant may be disqualified from the competition.

Producer shall post all results at the Duncan Alumni House, Millersville University, 205 N. George Street, Alumni Services Office, as well as Student Memorial Center ticket window area. All tryout results can be obtained by contacting the producer; all performance result statistics are not available to the public, including the contestants. 
Complaints may be directed in a dignified manner to the Producer. If the Producer is unable to satisfy the complaint, the Producer will furnish the complainant the proper address to lodge a formal complaint. Should the complaint need immediate assistance, such as possible disqualification of a contestant, the Producer will furnish the proper telephone number to lodge a complaint.
	
	Tryouts
	Auditions
	Round 1
	Final
	Winner Announced

	Date
	Saturday, September 17, 2011
	Sunday, October 16, 2011
	Sunday, 
November 6, 2011
	Sunday, 
November 20, 2011
	Sunday, 
November 20, 2011

	Time
	Doors open @ 8:00 a.m.
	3:00 p.m.
	3:00 p.m.
	3:00 p.m.
	After Final

Competition

	Location
	Student Memorial Center, MU
	Pucillo Gymnasium, MU
	Pucillo Gymnasium, MU
	Student Memorial Center, MU
	Student Memorial Center, MU

	Address
	21 S. George Street, Millersville
	105 Pucillo Drive, Millersville
	105 Pucillo Drive, Millersville
	21 S. George Street, Millersville
	21 S. George Street, Millersville

	Field of 
Contestants
	
	Maximum 40 


	Top 50% of entrants from Auditions*

*subject to change
	Top 50% of entrants from Round 1*

*subject to change
	Winners announced on

November 20, 2011

	Admission 
	$5 entry fee for each act; open only to contestants
	Consult MU Ticket Office; 872.3811 for pricing info
	Consult MU Ticket Office; 872.3811 for pricing info
	Consult MU Ticket Office; 872.3811 for pricing info
	

	Contestant Music Submission Deadline
	
	Music due by Friday, 

October 7, 2011 at 4 p.m. to the Alumni Services Office, Duncan Alumni House
	Music due by Friday 

October 28, 2011 at 4 p.m. to the Alumni Services Office, Duncan Alumni House
	Music due by Monday, 

November 14, 2011 at 4 p.m. to the Alumni Services Office, Duncan Alumni House
	Not Applicable


*Cassette/CD player will be provided by producer only.

These rules may be changed or modified at any time by producers of Millersville’s Got Talent only.

1. Songs used by contestants in the audition, round 1 and finale are limited to two (2) minutes. Songs continuing beyond the two minute mark will be cut at the two minute mark. Judges will be instructed not to make any deductions due to a song being cut short. Contestants continuing to perform after the time limit and music stoppage will have points deducted from their scores. 

2. Upon completion of performances in round 1 and final rounds the contestant is given a brief moment to bow and take audience applause. The judges and host will review the performance, and then the contestant must immediately exit the stage and take along any props used by the contestant. A delay by the contestant to leave the stage area may result in points being deducted from the contestant’s score.

3. Due to time constraints, a disc that fails to play, skip in mid-performance or has any other malfunction does not give the contestant the right to start over or use a different disc during rounds one and the final round. The cause of malfunction may or may not be taken into consideration for allowing a contestant to continue. A contestant who has performed a portion of their song prior to any malfunction may or may not have their performance cut short. In the case of such action the judges will be instructed to judge the contestant as though the contestant completed the song. 

4. Contestants, their family members or associates are not allowed to have any contact with any judge during the contest performance periods. Judges on break during a contest period are treated as though they are still judging the context. Offering bribes of any nature to a judge to help advance a contestant is strictly prohibited. Contestants do not hang out with the judges, don’t drink with them, and don’t eat with them. It is okay to say hello when passing them in the hall or to have a short conversation with them, but there is no reason for you to develop any kind of relationship with them. If a pre-existing relationship with a judge is eminent, i.e., former/current professor or professional relationship or other, this will not be held against a contestant, but the producer requests both parties to act in a professional manner and all business enacted during this competition is fair and equitable regarding judging/scoring.
5. Additional information can be found on the Millersville’s Got Talent FAQ document.
6. GRAND Prize: 1st place is $500.
Restrictions

1. Photography is prohibited (including cell phone/PDA photography) during all competition except as authorized by producers of Millersville’s Got Talent.

2. Audio and/or video recording of competition sessions is prohibited except as authorized by the producers of Millersville’s Got Talent.

3. Smoking is not permitted in any of the venues of the competition.

Attendance is required at all levels of competition. Tryouts and auditions will only be reviewed by judges and production staff. The Auditions, Round 1 and final competition will be open to the public—but scoring is restricted to the judges during the Auditions. In Round 1 and the Finale, a combination of public votes (the audience) and judges will be counted.
Tryout Rules and Requirements
If you are asked to participate in the final round of the competition, you must be able to demonstrate that you do not have any of the following:

· A contract for talent representation (for example: a talent agent or manager); and/or
· A music recording/performing contract.
Due to time constraints, competitors will be limited to a total of 40 individuals at time of the tryout screening.  If contestant is asked for a call-back during the tryout day, contestant must stay in building of tryouts until judge’s call the respective contestant back into said tryout room. (Contestant will return to holding room, Student Memorial Center, Reighard Multipurpose Room, for a period of time, not to exceed 2 hours after initial tryout.)
The Tryout Process

When to Line Up: You should plan on arriving as early as allowed at the tryout venue location. Keep in mind that there is no guarantee that you will be seen for a tryout. There will be no overnight camping outside or inside the tryout venue/building. 

Tryout location:   
Student Memorial Center (SMC)




       
Reighard Multipurpose Room


[First Floor]



      
21 South George Street




       
Millersville University




       
Millersville, PA 17551

TRYOUT Date: Saturday, September 17, 2011
Line-up/Registration: No one will be allowed to line up prior to 5:00 a.m. on Saturday, September 17, 2011. Registration begins September 17, 2011 at 8:00 a.m. 
Tryouts/approximate start time: 8:30 a.m. Line-up: sidewalk in front of the Student Memorial Center (clock tower entrance), along South George Street. Look for the “Front of Line” signage.
Parking: Free, but on a limited basis near the audition venue (Student Memorial Center, MU). Parking is located on James Street, as well as several parking lots off of Shenks Lane (behind and adjacent to the Student Center).
What to Bring to the Tryout
· Identification: you must bring 1 form of identification that show proof of your name and birthdate and a photograph (for example, a birth certificate and drivers license or a birth certificate and a passport, or a birth certificate and a school ID card.) If your birth certificate was not issued in the U.S., you must also bring proof of citizenship and/or permanent U.S. residency. Any other special circumstances must be reviewed by the producer. If under 18 years old, parent or legal guardian must attend with each performer under age 18.
· Release: print out and sign the release form (if not already included with entry form.) Release forms will only be available in a limited supply at the tryouts, so please bring completed form with you.
· Payment of entry fee
What to Wear to the Tryouts, Auditions and competition rounds
Please do not wear any clothing that reveals any tattoos, that have designer names, or sports teams, or any other logos, or brand names, or bearing the name or likeness of celebrity, living or dead. If you do wear such clothing, you may be required to remove it or turn it inside our or put on additional clothing to cover it. *Millersville University and Penn Manor School District items (shirts/tops only) are permitted.
What to Sing at the Tryouts
For songs, be prepared to sing acapella (without music) a song of your choice. If you are called back for a recall, you may be asked to sing 2 songs acapella. All rules and procedures are subject to change at producer’s sole and absolute discretion.

Rules in Line @ Tryouts
You should be in line by 7:00 a.m. on September 17, 2011. Even if you are in line by 8:00 a.m., there is no guarantee that you will be seen for a tryout. However, keep in mind that you will not be able to start lining up until 5:00 a.m. Producers reserve the right to tryout people out of order of their place in line. Due to space limitations, only one friend or family member in addition to the person trying out will be admitted into the venue. Please be courteous to other people in line. DO NOT cut in line. If we discover that you have cut in front of another person in line, you will be disqualified from the tryout process. Also, you may not hold a place in line for another person, for an extended period of time. [FYI: Restrooms will be available within Student Memorial Center, after 8:00 a.m.] Tryout order performance will be a combination of completed applications (submitted by 9/7/11) and day-of registrations.
Wristbands @ Tryouts
The Production Staff will be able to start the wristband and ticketing process at 8:00 a.m., September 17, 2011. It is currently anticipated that a special numbered or similar marked wristband, or some other form of identification, will be handed out to those people chosen by the producers to continue in the tryout process. If you receive a wristband from the producers, you must not give the wristband to another person. You must also not accept a wristband from anyone other than the production staff and you must not remove your wristband until you are told to do so by producers. If it is found that you received your wristband from someone other than the production staff, or that your wristband has been tampered with, in any manner, you will be immediately disqualified from the tryout process.

Paperwork @ Tryouts
In order to participate in the tryout, you will be required to fill out, sign and agree to all of the terms and conditions of producer’s required forms. Some of the forms will be available at our alumni website at www.millersville250.org   Your family and/or guests should be prepared to sign releases concerning the possible taping and/or recording of their name, likeness, voice, conversation, etc. If you advance in the competition, you will be required by the producer to fill out, sign and agree to all of the terms and conditions of additional forms. You may also be subject to a thorough background investigation and other examinations, at producers’ discretion. All forms must be filled out completely and truthfully by 9/17/2011. If you fail to complete any form, give any false information, or fail to reveal any pertinent information, you may be disqualified from the tryout process.

Disqualifications 
We reserve the right to disqualify and/or exclude, in our sole and absolute discretion, any individual from the tryouts for any reason or for no reason at all, including without limitation, violation of any portion of these rules, or tampering with the entry process or the tryout process. We also reserve the right to change the rules and procedures at any time. Being chosen to audition and/or compete at any level into the process does NOT ensure that you will be selected to continue to the next stage of competition.

General Conditions 
By participating, entrants agree to be bound by these rules and the discretion of the producers, the voting audience and the panel of judges, which shall be final and binding. Your presence at the tryouts and audition and the presence of your family and friends and anyone else accompanying you, constitutes your and their consent and agreement to the recording and use of your and their performance, appearance, name, voice, singing voice, likeness and any musical or sound effects produced by you and/or them for use in connection with any television program, motion picture or the internet for all purposes (including advertising, marketing, promotion, merchandising and the exploitation of any and all ancillary and subsidiary rights), as the same may be edited, in all media now known or hereafter created, throughout the universe, in perpetuity for no compensation, unless otherwise required by law. If you and/or your friends, family members or anyone else accompanying you to the audition, do not wish to be photographed, or do not agree with these terms, PLEASE DO NOT ATTEND THE TRYOUTS AND/OR THE AUDITIONS AND DO NOT ENTER THE VENUE WHERE THE TRYOUTS/AUDITIONS ARE TAKING PLACE. You and/or their attendance at the tryout/audition event will be conclusively deemed to be a waiver of any and all claims for invasion of privacy, defamation, etc. All federal, state and local laws apply. Audition date, time, and venue is subject to change. 
The Millersville’s Got Talent production staff/Millersville 250, www.millersville250.org, production personnel for the television program, advertising agencies or any person or entity connected with the production, administration or judging of the auditions or the program, or any of their respective parent companies, affiliates, subsidiaries, successors and assigns, and the respective officers, directors, employees, agents, contractors, partners, shareholders, attorneys, representatives and members of each of the foregoing entities are not responsible for and shall not be liable for: (1) Any failure of transportation, bad directions or the inability, for any reason, of any person to appear at the tryout or to audition or appear before the judging panels or during any of the performances; (2) any injuries, losses or damages of any kind caused by traveling to or from the audition venue, being present at any of the auditioning process and/or any of the shows or appearances; or (3) any printing, typographical or technological errors in any materials associated with the tryout and/or auditioning process. NO WEAPONS, ALCOHOL OR NON-PRESCRIPTION CONTROLLED SUBSTANCES WILL BE PERMITTED AT ANY TRYOUT, AUDITION, REHEARSALS OR DURING THE COMPETITIONS. 
Millersville’s Got Talent
Alumni Services Office
Millersville University
P.O. Box 1002

Millersville, PA 17551-0302

717-872-3352 / 800-681-1855 / 717-871-5050 (fax)
The Alumni Services Office is physically located at 205 N. George Street, Millersville (lower level). 
Millersville’s Got Talent 2011 - Additional Rules and Regulations

1. Millersville’s Got Talent is an event that showcases the talents of performers in various arts.  The event is open to the all ages.  It is a talent contest and talent show and is family rated.

2. Contestants are only allowed to perform in one category.

3.  The performing arts categories to choose from include the following:


-Vocal (solo, duet, ensemble)


-Instrumental (solo, duet, ensemble); please note, no drums.


-Theater/Drama (dramatic or poetry reading, monologue, comedy routine)


-Dance (tap, jazz, modern, ballet, hip hop, and ballroom)


-Animal Acts


-Other acts
4.  The award schedule is as follows: GRAND PRIZE = $500
5.  It is strongly recommended that an act run no more than 2 minutes in the tryouts and 4 minutes in the auditions.  Under no circumstances may an act run more than 4 minutes in round 1 and the finale.  Contestants must present themselves to event coordinators at least a half hour before the program commences, in addition to attending all rehearsals.
6.  Baton twirlers or similar acts using batons will not be accepted.  No fire, explosives, smoke, or smoke-effect will be allowed on stage at any time.

7.  For vocalists: instrumental accompaniment by the person in the act or others is allowed, but is not judged.  IT must assume the pure character of accompaniment.  The test shall be whether the performance would stand alone.  NOTE: CD may be used subject to restrictions in rule.

8.  We cannot be responsible for any CD which is not picked up following your performance.  Please label each CD with your name for identification and song title/original artist.

9.  No voice/s or synthesized vocal utterance may be used for accompaniment for contestants entered for singing.  This includes recorded live voices and voices that are produces and recorded synthetically (i.e. synthesizers or digitally sampled).
10.  If instrumental: live or taped accompaniment is allowed but must assume the pure character of accompaniment.  The test shall be whether the performance would stand alone.  In the use of electronic keyboard, no preprogrammed music is allowed; the contestant must create all sound live on stage.  Musicians are responsible for brining and setting up their own equipment.

11. If dance: accompaniments are permitted on stage, but must not assume visual importance in the performance.

12.  If vocal and/or instrumental: any combination of vocal and/or instrumental performance will be accepted, including bands with or without vocals.  In this case, the entry with only by adjudicated in the contestant’s chosen category.  Chosen songs must contain appropriate lyrics – no lewd or inappropriate language; any performance containing inappropriate language will result in immediate disqualification from the competition.  All costuming must be appropriate and in good taste.

13.  Millersville’s Got Talent is not responsible for theft/damage or injury of any kind, to persons or instruments, props, clothing, etc. during, before, during or after all performances and rehearsals.

14.  Millersville’s Got Talent holds the right to use contestant’s name and/or photo for any further publicity purposes.

15.  All contestants must perform a different piece for the final contest than the one they performed for Round 1 show.  This means a dancer must choreograph a new dance, an actor performs a different monologue, a vocalist sings a different song and an instrumentalist play a different piece.  We encourage contestants to be prepared ahead of time with their pieces and not wait until a few days before the show to choose they piece they are going to perform.  This is a competition and the more prepared you are, the better you will do and the more likely you will make it to the final round.  

16.  Organizers reserve the right of final decision on any matters pertaining to Millersville’s Got Talent not covered by the rules.
17.  Each act must pay a $5 entry fee (on or by 9/17/11). Checks may be made payable to Millersville 250. 
Adjudication
Contestants will be judged on the following basis: Creativity-Execution: 25%; Clarity-Precision of Performance: 25%; Ability-Content of Performance and Emotion: 25%; and Presentation-Overall Performance: 25%.  During the audition show, contestants are scored solely by the judges.  They will be evaluated on how the act would be received by an appropriate, impartial audience in an appropriate setting and is not based on the size or enthusiasm of an act’s “fan club”.  Contestants will be contacted via email indicating if they are to move onto finals after round 1.  During the final show, judges’ score will be counted as 50% of the total points given, 50% will be audience voting.  Contestants will be presented with a grand prize winner on the date of the final show.

All final judging will be performed by a group of panelists selected by the sponsor for all rounds of competition.

The grand prize winner will be judged on creativity, clarity, ability, enthusiasm and overall presentation.

All scores are the sole property of Millersville’s Got Talent.

This contest is not affiliated with America’s Got Talent.
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